TOM JONES
Highwayman^ executed at Launceston, i$th of April> 1702,
for robbing a Farmer's Wife
TOM JONES was born at Newcastle-upon-Tyne, in the
county of Northumberland, where his father, being a
clothier, brought him up to the same trade. He followed
this calling till he was two-and-twenty years of age, though
not without discovering his vicious inclinations many years
before, by running into debt and taking to all manner of
irregular courses. At last, being reduced to extremity, he
resolved at once to apply himself to the highway, as the
only way left to retrieve his fortune. To make a beginning,
he robbed his father of eighty pounds and a good horse,
upon which he rode across the country with all speed,
for fear of being pursued, galloping forty miles before he
stopped; all which way he was afraid of everyone he saw
and every noise he heard.
After this, riding into Staffordshire, and meeting a stage-
coach with several passengers in it, he commanded the coach-
man to stop, and the people within to deliver. Some of the
gentlemen were resolute, and refused to comply with his
demand; upon which he fired several pistols, taking care
to do no hurt, and still preserving three or four well-loaded
for his defence, if he should have occasion of them. The
fright which the gunpowder put a couple of ladies into,
who were in the coach, obliged the gentlemen to surrender
before there was any mischief done, and Tom rode off with
a considerable booty.
It was after this that he met the late Lord Wharton
and his lady on the road, stopped their coach and demanded
their money, though they had three men on horseback to
attend them. His lordship at first made some hesitation,
and asked him if he understood what he was about. " Do
you know me, sir," says he, " that you dare be so bold as to
stop me on the road ?" " Not I," replied Jones very readily;
" I neither know nor care who you are, though, before you
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